Dr. Michael Carr TN EMSC State Star of Life Award
On a sunny day in early June, the Brown family was looking forward to taking out their new pontoon boat to celebrate the beginning of summer.  They excitedly loaded up the boat, making sure they had their life vests, and started out for what they all thought would be the first of many fun-filled days on the lake.
Mr. Brown was at the wheel while Aiden, his 8-year-old son, was sitting up front on the boat. Mr. Brown had a skier up and was watching him, when all of a sudden he saw Aiden pop up out of the water behind the boat. Mr. Brown quickly shut the boat down and jumped in the water, fearful of what he might see; yet knowing he had to get to his son.
What Mr. Brown found was worse than anything his mind could have possibly conjured up. He swam his son back to the boat and quickly got him up on the deck. What he saw then terrified him beyond anything he had ever dealt with. Aiden had an open gash running the length of his chest down to his lower abdomen, his neck was cut open and he was bleeding profusely. He was awake but difficult to understand, except for the words "I can't breathe".  The Browns called 911 and gave a brief synopsis to DeKalb County EMS dispatchers Chase Ferrell and Tony Thomas of Aiden’s injuries; how he was on the front of the boat, and that he had obviously gone under the boat, into the propeller and then come out at the back.  
Thomas and Ferrell gave Mr. Brown coordinates to the nearest marina and said they would have an ambulance waiting.  The crew dispatched that day was Lead Paramedic David Hamlet and AEMT Misty Green. Because of the severity of the dispatch information, while enroute they called for Life Force aeromedical in Sparta, coordinated with Communicator Heather Marsh and received confirmation that the helicopter would be ready when called. 
The DeKalb EMS crew quickly got Aiden in the ambulance, with his dad continuing to hold pressure on his neck. 
Aiden was still profusely bleeding, and they left the towels over his chest to help stop that bleeding as well.  By the time the EMS crew did their rapid assessment, they had called for Life Force to launch. Life Force was circling and ready to land when the ambulance got to the LZ.  
EMS had already placed Aiden on 100% oxygen via  non - rebreather and were monitoring his vital signs when the aeromedical team arrived.  The Life Force team that day consisted of an extra pair of hands, which they all felt might be the first of several miracles that occurred.  They had Paramedic Ray Cadwallader, Flight Nurses Laura Kirk and Karen Mulvaney, and their pilot Chuck Neighbors. As they met the ambulance, they realized that Aiden was critically injured and that they were going to have to work hard, smart and fast to help save this child's life.
On the flight crew’s first exam of Aiden, they noted significant chest, neck, head and facial trauma.  His chest cavity was open on both sides, he had a large bleeding neck wound, an open fracture of his mandible with a noted floating segment, an open right temporal skull fracture and soft tissue injuries to his right ear.  He also had a large bruised area to his abdomen.  Despite the oxygen, he was still having significant trouble breathing. 
The crew estimated that he had lost approximately 150 ml of blood between the towels and the hemostatic gauze, but did not have a good estimate of overall blood loss as Aiden’s injuries occurred in the water. However, due to his hemorrhagic shock state, it was estimated that he had lost more than 40 % of his blood.  
While trying to ventilate Aiden with a bag-valve-mask and an oral airway, the providers found it difficult to obtain a proper seal with the mask. Due to Aiden’s inability to protect his airway, and his facial trauma and potential airway obstruction, the decision was made to prepare for intubation. An IV was placed and rapid sequence induction medications were given. Aiden was intubated successfully using a Video-Laryngoscope.  The Dekalb and Life Force teams quickly moved Aiden to the waiting helicopter where the flight crew departed for Children’s Hospital at Erlanger.
During the flight to the hospital, Aiden received plasma and was placed on a ventilator. Aiden continued to have a very high heart rate, even after fluid and medication administration. At this time, an intraosseous needle was placed in Aiden’s left humeral head and packed red blood cells were begun, which helped to improve his color and vital signs.
On arrival to the emergency department at Children's at Erlanger, the trauma team removed the towels on Aiden’s chest and found he also had a transected sternum and a wound possibly extending into his pericardial sac, but amazingly no immediate evidence of cardiac muscle injury or tamponade. Aiden required extensive surgical repair of his multiple injuries and the infusion of quite a bit of blood, but was soon in the PICU and recovering.
Aiden’s recovery from such massive injuries is nothing short of miraculous. His father remained calm under the worst of circumstances and got Aiden to the closest place to meet help. The care provided by the DeKalb EMS crew and the LifeForce team insured Aiden was stabilized and made it to the hospital in the best condition possible. It is because of their actions that Aiden is here with us tonight, and for their knowledge, skills and commitment, we award them the Dr. Michael Carr TN EMSC State Star of Life Award.

Director Tidwell will now present to Aiden his “Certificate of Life” that reads:  “It is hereby certified and solemnly attested that Aiden Brown survived a life-threatening event on June 5, 2015.  This certificate commemorates the first day of the rest of your life.”
